The 30-Foot Odyssey ... How
Three Bay Area Men Built...

A Fiberglass Yawl From Scratch

Tmz: STORY OF THREE MEN and their boat began with ane
man and his dream. Hugh Hutchings, now of the Bay
Area, had sailed from the time he was ten years old.
Beginning with scows on Lake Ceneva, Wisconsin, he later
graduated to larger boats and bigger waters until he was
sailing the Ten-Meter Blue Goddess in the annual Mackinac
races.

When Hutchings moved to the West Coast, he tried
his sailing skill in Pacific waters. As he crewed on various
boats in different races, the idea for his own boat developed
Interested though he was in racing, he wanted a boat that
would also be siited to family eruising. He wanted a sail-
buoat which would meet MORC specifications.

~ He decided on a thirty-footer as the maximum size
which would satisfy these requirements. He settled on
fiberglass construction because of its economy and low
maintenance.

While making these plans, he was teaching the United
States Power Squadrons’ Advanced Piloting course for the
Sequoia Squadron. He discussed his dream with two mem-
bers of the cluss: Robert E. Lee, Jr. and Commander Joseph
H. Graham, USN Ret. These men too, were boat searching,
and Hutchings’ idea fulfilled their specifications and desires.

Hutchings had studied chemical and industrial engineer-
ing at lllinois Institute of Technology, although he was
neither @ mechanical engineer nor a naval architect.

Bob Lee, a former Air Force navigator, had grown up
sailing Snipes off Staten Island. He was a practicing mech-
nnical engineer,

Commander Craham was from an old Long Island sail-
ing family, He had been part of the racing complement on
many sailboats, especially in the Ten-Meter class. He had
;| ?ﬂn",‘_ﬁn& supplies store in Sausalito, The Captain’s Cabin.

The three men decided that with a good design from

14 n first-rate naval architect, Lee's experience with fiberglass

dn the aireraft industry, and the combined sailing know-how
of all three, they could develop a boat that would be the
envy of the Pacific Coast. Inspired by one of the earliest
ies, the name Odyssey was selected. So the proj-

sary to get a set of plins. After a
mdence, the three men accepted a
wl by Carl A, Alberg of Marblehead,
; iton, Electra and Alberg-35.
was (o build a model of the proposed
itio inch toa foot, the three
stor plug in order to try
ods they would use

later. a miniuture

The fberglass mold was

ite sheets, 4'x 107, were p:iinmdbwhite. ?ucn!:bm&&, Tnid in
a rectangle and held together by metal clips. When an
evening’s work was over, the masonite sheets were separated
and stacked in a small storeropm, -
Next the “plug stage” brought its particular challenge.
On a concrete and timber foundation were set %-inch
“frames." taken from the loft. These frames, 15 in all, were
laced two Feet apart., _
b When the frames were lined up they were tied together
with “stringers” (1" x2"s); and the assembly was swathed
in burlap. Next, aluminum strips were nu;:eahﬂ-:—qa_lﬂl_.
were bendable, then attached along the edges of eacl
frame, These N-inch strips, were to provide the “screed”
soints for the plastering operition.
: A light coat of plaster was applied to stiffen the burlip.
The finish coat was. applied by the use of an eight-
alaminum “screed” which was fexible enough to bend
around the curves formed by the 15 stations but '?E
enough to work the plaster into the propes shape. et
plaster was to be exactly ¥-inch thick. The plaster was.

allowed to harden before it was sanded sm .

Until this point, the entire Operstion Plug had
place outdaors. However, in oxder to fiberglass sucoessius
the temperature had to be kept constantly beloy & (50
level. To maintain this temperature & “Zuly hut lasti

sheeting was constructed. _
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Finally came the tedioua job rnf_! pﬂlﬁi:::lti“}:: Il‘lh mold and
weparing it for the laying up of the ull
: ]ll w:s nt thiy lh’m:.:lrl that Commander Joe Craham had
n surprise visit at The Captain’s Cabin. A young Sauealito
couple came In to talk about thelr dream of sailing » bt
to New Zealand. They already had done considerable
sailing in the Pacific, so they lknew what difficulties lay
ahead,

“We are looking for a fberglass hull with the lesd keel
in it. We want to do the interior work ourselves as well
ag put on a wooder deck,” they explained.

Commander Groham wrate down a name and = few
numbers on a card. “Call this gentleman around dinner-
time., 1 think he has just what you want.”

The couple cama down to look at the boat plans and
the mold. They would take the fimst hull, The Odyssey
Closs was growing.

The laying up of the frst hull went swiftly and
smoothly, The hull was soon finished and ready to be re-
leased from the mold.

After the lead keel was placed inside, the boat was
trucked to Tiburon to be placed in one of the old railroad
buildings near the main section of town. The young couple
promptly went to work on their boat.

The mold was ¢leaned up and prepared for the laying
up of the second hull. Additional scaffolding was con-
structed to enable the men to work more easily inside the

hull after the two halves had been ]'oil'mﬂir:;ﬁ:llm.
The second hull was allowed to remain » the mold,
and the plug for the deck mold wis constructed right on

T P

Form complete with burlap and aluminum strips in place

sections. of the mold were in place. The resin and the

catalyst were sprayed by gun and the layers of mat, cloth

tlid-_r_m'ing were applied by hand. Air bubbles were rolled
; out with special rollers.

The mold was made in three pieces. The major division
was a longitudinal one along the keel. The transom was a
‘separate mold, so that when the boat was being laid up,
‘mahogany veneer could be laid into the transom. Wooden
‘supports were placed at the keel and at the sheer line and

cial reinforcing was put both at the bow and at the
| sections. The two major halves were “keyed” so that
‘Would perfectly when the mold was assembled.
mset of winter it became necessary to move
o w:a.: funﬁ_l;idin ﬂ&m old Belmont
i - Real and arrangements
R
dovice was apparent. The




e T Sy

1y LR Coa e en N0 O )
rhe cuwrved wood daek wumi t‘l:.:,f””h 0

i Fagte \
:f;::_ Lrsgeilh’.rq:;";;:;:: ;:-Irl;l}‘\'mﬁd cockpit nnz;eﬂi.-:-iﬁnmm:
to cut down on the Ate was coverad with, MASon1e

ﬁl‘li!h]n -
pattern was applied to (he gdxﬁhiicﬁmenman]::p“ it

Ihf" h“”.

After coating the masanite :
“over-pliwaod ]
black gel, deck mo was laid up and :::uinfﬂlrjulc:g ::j:l}:
supporting mem I

first-rate deck mold,

house, cockpit and
A deck was laid up in the wﬂmu leted

i now completed mold, The
light blue color of the deck would i iki
Bathte b o Tk uld provide a striking con-

ell?::fnr:sl(s I'.hg gudc and hull
sev t ad to be perform the hull jtself, now
free from the deck plug. The bulkheads, sumuE of the
--.l::nblnflnr and other supporting members were installed at
this time.

could b

joined together,
ed on

The second hull was then removed from the mold and
laced on a cradle for the installation of the lead keel
and the engine; the deck was joined to the hull by mech-
anical fastenings and the two were then laminated to-
gether to form a single unit,
The final steps were finishing interior cabinetry, making
vinyl-foam upholstery and port-hole curtains, installing
hardware and rigging, — EVELYN HUTCHINGS

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 25°'10% Displacement—

(2 Lttt ERRCGRER  EE, 220" ARPION. .. 10,250 1bs.
Beam e 810 Ball Arem . 435 =q. It
Pl 4" 9" C.CA. Rating — .
Ballast ... peacees BBS0 1D, APPTOK. .. - 20

The hull is of one piece fibergiass Iaminate with the bailast
plece on the insige.

The deck and cabin trunk are of reinforced fiberglass, double
coned for additional strength.

These components ars bullt to Cox & Gibbs specifications and
are first W'ﬂ Iy fa

lly fastaned and then further taminated Into

- a
2| is soif balling and the yawl will most MORC

-ﬁ cockpit seats, hotches, grabralls, toe-

sluminum and the standing rigging I
‘and tangs.
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Mail coupon and we will send
you your own Valspar boil-
ing water demonstration
kit . ... proof-positive in
demonsiration that
Smith-Valspar Marine

finishes are the
ultimate!
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DTHING TAKES TO WATER LIKE SMITH-VALSS -
Gil Thorne, Vice Prosident :
Smith Valspar Magine v sion
CORPORATION

200 Sayre Streat | Hacktord, tinois
Dwear Gl . .
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